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SUBJECT: RECENT OPINION POLL DATA SHOWS CONSERVATIVE LEAD 

REF: LONDON 4578 

1 . THE GALLUP MID-MARCH OPINION POLL GAVE THE CONSERVA- 
TIVE PARTY A 16 1/2 PERCENT LEAD OVER THE LABOR PARTY IN 
TERMS OF VOTER PREFERENCE (UNDECIDED RESPONDENTS 
EXCLUDED). THIS COMPARES WITH A 12 1/2 PERCENT TORY 
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LEAD IN THE FEBRUARY POLL. OVERALL, GALLUP SHOWED: 
CONSERVATIVE, 49 1/2 PERCENT; LABOR, 33 PERCENT, 

LIBERALS, 13 PERCENT; AND OTHER PARTIES, 4 1/2 PERCENT. 

THE GALLUP RESULTS WERE BASED ON A QUOTA SAMPLE OF 985 
RESPONDENTS. 

2. A MARKET AND OPINION RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL (MORI) 
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POLL, PUBLISHED MARCH 21 IN THE DAILY EXPRESS' INDICATES 
THAT CONSERVATIVE LEAD OVER LABOR IS MUCH SMALLER, 7 
PERCENT. DETAILS OF THIS POLL WERE AS FOLLOWS: 
CONSERVATIVE, 47 PERCENT; LABOR, 40 PERCENT; LIBERALS, 

10 PERCENT; AND OTHERS, 3 PERCENT. THE MORI POLL WAS A 
NATION-WIDE SCIENTIFIC RANDOM SAMPLE OF 2,154RESPONDENTS. 

3. COMMENT. MORI. WHICH DOES THE PRIVATE POLLING FOR 
THE LABOR PARTY, HAS HAD THE BEST RECORD OF ANY POLLING 
ORGANIZATION IN THE PAST SEVERAL GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
BECAUSE OF ITS BETTER METHODOLOGY AND LARGER SAMPLE, THE 
MORI RESULTS SHOULD BE MORE RELIABLE THAN THOSE OF THE 
GALLUP POLL. ACCORDING TO MORI'S DIRECTOR, BOB 
WORCESTER’ A CONSERVATIVE LEAD OF LESS THAN 10 PERCENT 
DEFINITELY PLACES THE OUTCOME OF A GENERAL ELECTION 
WITHIN THE RANGE OF A LABOR "CLAW BACK". 
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